Handicapaccess
features critical for
many homeowners

BY RICHARD NORMAN

FLACE STAFF WRITER

ohin and Vivian Gregor of Miantic decided

1o have John's mother,

from the Cleveland a

John's sister, Mary Ann, would relocate in

Cannecticut as well. To accommodate
them, John and Vivlan remodaled the house
and put in wheelchair accessibility

It was a big job. There was the designer, and

{here were the remodeling crew, sanitathon
crew, landscapers and pavers. There were the
Gregors' children. There were dogs and cats.
People coming and going every which way a
cast of dozens. The little boys helped the
pavers and laid bloek with the landscapers,
Thung out with them and ate hinch with them.
Talk about a family project.

Edeanor Gregor, 55, has a number of health
issnes, including diabetes, Alzhelmer's and
arthritis, and can get around now only with
the helpof a wheelchalr But John and Mary
Ann didnt want to put her in a nursing homi.
Ba o inJan Blonder of Design
Essence in Od Saybrook to help them create a
plan for expansion of the Gregors' ranch-style
Teome

“Tt doesn’t look institutional,” says Blonder,
Toalking at the finkshed apartment. “It's warm
and homey: It's visually comforting — user
friendly™

Yankee Remodelers came in to do the work.
The garage was gutted. The walls were
retained as interior walls, and length was
added fo the house. The in-kaw apartment now
consists of a living room, two bedrooms and a
hathroom, The bathroom is centered, 5o that
hoth bedrooms have access to the bathrosm
arsl the living room. A pocket door with win-
dows in it conmects the apartment to the main
partof the howse cocupled by John and
Vivian's family

The front of the howse ks newly landscaped,
and a wheelchair ramp runs alongside the
oz and around to the back, whens it soo
s the apartment. The bathroom contakns
handicap features as well, such as a fold-down
seat and safety bars. The bathroom is very
large — “big as a barn,” Eleanor calls it.

Thi ramp, which & wood in the back and
concrete on the side of the house, has only a

light incline,

“Onar 10-year-ohd can push my mother up
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and down the ramp.” says John,

The apartment is about 900 square feet and
cost $140,000, excluding the landscaping.

Blander's goal was to inbegrivie the
apartment with the main part of the howss, not
anly functionally but psychologically as well.

“I'wanbed it to be not just a special-needs
piace,” she says, “but functional info the fufure,
when somecne else will be Living here."

Anather factor that Blonder considers
Important: there & no wasted space in the
apartment. Every inch is used.

Justice Landscaping in Groton did extensive
work in the firont of the honse. Darvell MoClel-
lan, ome of the landscapers, tedls how he
planned the work.

Wi saw that the whole front of the house
was straight Hnes,” he recalls. “So we wanted
o put in some curving lines, starting with the
curving walloway™

Thene is a curving wadkoway from the right
side of the drivewsy, around the Dower beds, to
the ramp on the right side of the house. McClel-
lan also pat in a new walk from the driveway to
the front door of the house, using the same
brick and block he used for the walls enclosing
thir stepped flower beds. The flower beds are on
a couple of levels, curving gracefully back and
forth. Another wall encloses a tree that was al-
ready there.

Wik theey wiene at it, John and Vivian
brought n Anton Paving of 00d Lyme to put
down a new driveway

Another distinctive handicap-access project
was undertaken by Covenant Kitchens & Baths
of Westbrool. Owmer Gerard Clocarello was
asked to redesign the kitchen of 8 house built
i the 19608, The redesipn would hae to meet
the speckal needs of the husband, who uses a
wheelchair, and also the wifie, who is a gourmet
ook, Thee end protduct wias a kitchen that won

HOMECAWHER VIW1AM CEEGO0R, BI0HT, TAUKS B DAREELL McCIELLAM OF RUISECE LAMDSECARNG B4 CROTON ABOUT THE WOl HE
AN HES CREW D80 AT HER'S AMD HER HUSEAND'S MAMNTIC HOME, BY QOORISATING LAMDSCAPPIC AHD COMSTRUICTICN
TECHMIOUES, THE GREGOSS WERE ABLE PO FROVIDE HAMDICAFPED ADCESS DO AM ATSITICR Db THER HOWE FOR JOHM GREGOR'S
MAOSHER. THE ADDIMICN PEATURES. AN EASYACCESS SHOWER WITH MO LP O B0GE, LEFT, WIDE DOCRS AMND FENTY OF BO0M TO

MAREUVER A WHEEICHAR. PHOTOS JORF IVIANS

an awarnd from the National Kitchen and Bath
The: husband needed a cutting surface that
was low enough that e could prepare food on

it, abong with a microwave and toaster oven ac-

cessible to someons in & wheslchair. He also
wanked a small refrigeratar that would fit un-
der the counter, 8 bar on roll-owt shelves, and
space for reading materials and a television.
The wific wanted an up-io-date kitchen with
new appliances, space to work and an are o

ait and read.

Thix hasic footprint of the room remained
ther same, The island was reconfiared to con-
tain the handicap-aooess featuns — “universal
features,” in the nomenclature of the home-de-
sign industry All the items the husband want-
od were installed, including a butcher block on
full extension glides, pullout trash bin, tcaster
oven and coffee maker behind a pull-down
drawer at wheelchair height and drawers for
staring foced,
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