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maa i that you have a computer and a

huge wood-cutting tool that can talk to

esuch other

Imagine that you can draw a phetune of

something. such as a bookshell, 30 precise
that you can see & threedimensional
picture of it and the compuber can give you
exact measurements of every component of
the object.

Imagine that the computer can determine
bawe to cut the pieces from a sheet of plywood
in n configuration that will minimie waste
and ... OF, OK, youre way abesd of us now, so
wr'll g2t to the polnt. There is such a devicn,
and Yankee Resmedeler of New London has
L

“This software can do anything under the
=an,” says Mike Mahoney, shop supervisor

Thit dirvion i called an OmmniTech Selex
Computer Numerically Controlled Fouter It
cats wood, s well as other materials, and
makes grooves and drills holes. And it isan
amering thing to wabch in action. There isa
large, fat surface, called & vacuam table, that
hindds the sheet of plywood in place. The oot
ting assambly with its carousel of bits &
paised above the wood. Punch in the program
anid this swtemobile-sized devioe goes to work.
The cutter moves into position ... BUZEEED
... 1L ErUOVES e B o ., BUEEEER) . 0t
miwes over thene ..., BUZEEER ... until every
piece is cut or grooved or drilled.

YANKEE REMODELER
BRINGS IN SPACE-AGE
WOOD-CUTTING TOOL

TS COMPUITER ASSETED MACHIME MAKES MEECEE CLUTE, PRl
[SSIED HORES AMD BOUTINGS AT saracEE B0
JUFF DWAME PHOTO
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The various pieces of the bookshelf are lving
theesre: readly to be assembled. This device ks
nmaingly efficient in operation and even,
somehow, elegant. A vodoe in the back of your
mind is telking you that there i=n't anything ma-
chimes can’t do these days

Put voursell’ in the shoes of ncustomer: First
you sit diwn in the Yankee Remodeler offices
with designer Robin Mamtzaris and describe the
job you want done — a large job such as a room
remexded, ora small job such as a bookshell
Mamizaris draws a picturn: of the room in the
computer Take a look at it and decide, for
instance, that you want (o change the style of
thir door: And Momizaris makes the change.

“With the router we can make molding, couan-
{erbops. — we Can make i pieee conves or oof-
e, Wi can make a condeal shape,” savs
Muhomey “The pheoe will hawe an accuracy of
s or mimas & hundredth of an inch.”™

Moy then puts the data about the room
on & UBS key {other technobogies are also avail-
ahile), puris the key into the control panel for the
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AECUT SHEDG PUT TOGETHIR FOR A REW FROIECT. THE MEW BORDOR SHOP HAS BEEN USING 508 OF THE LATEST SOFTWARE AND
MACHINERY FOR THE DESAGH AND MAMUELCTURT OF SHERING AND CARKETS. NIFF IANS PHOTO

WITH THE ROUTER WE CAMN MAKE
MOLWDING, COUNTERTOPS —

WE CAMN MAKE A PIECE COMVEX OR
COMCAYE, WE CAN MAKE A
COMICAL SHAPE. THE PIECE WILL
HAVE AN ACCURACY OF PLUS OR
MINUS A HUNDREDTH OF AN INCH.
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router and flips the switch. Plece by phece, all
the wood for the praject is cut. The router can
evir it in a perfect circle, Mahoney has used
the device to make window seats, wet bars, en-
tertainment units and all manner of object,

The router is American-designed,
Talwanese-built and American-distrituted.
The programemes is Mexican. Yankee Remed-
eler purchased the software in mid-2004 and
learned how to operate it before buying the
rowter; The speed of the machine is stunning.
In Mahoney's demanstration, during which
thir router cut the parts for a beokshelf, the job
would have taken a carpenter using a table
s some four or five lours. The machine did
the job in seven minutes. While it might take a
carpenter four or five days to cut the pleces for
a cabinet, the OmniTech can do the job in
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arvund four hours,
“Ir's like: digging with a shovel versus a
Meedless to sy, the OmniTech roater has
sharply bocsted Yankes Remodoler's produc-
tivity: “The increased productivity has helped
us stabilize pricing,” peints cat coowner Karl
Bagwell

The router's vacuum table deserves spacial
mention. There are small hobes in the surface
by which the router creates such o powerfial
suction that the surface holds not a single
boand in place, but two boards, stacked one on
top of’ the other! On the bottorn is what the
crew calls a spoiler board, providing a cush-
bomy bbwaiien the tablle amd the board being cut.
Om fop of the spaller board is the board that
Wil be cut. The suction created by the
machine is so powerful that it penetrates the
spatler board and actually holds the top board

firmly in place.

“Zero boderance — no wiggling in that
board that's being cut,” Mahoney points oat.

Mahoney starts assembling the pieces of
the bookshelf: “Everything fits perfocthy™ he
SANE.

Cabinetmakers Dowg Stewart and Andrew
Riguier work with Mahoney in the shog, sup
porting the company's feld crows (altogether
there is.a staff of 34). Investing in an expen-
sive dovice like the router is a big move for a
comipany, which has to be sure there will be
enough work to kesp the device fairly busy;
fortunately; there is no shortage of work to be
dane.

Mahoney says he doesn't miss the obd days,
when the work was slow and he had o lug
heavy beards from one machine to another

"T'm always looking to learn something dif:
Torent,” hie sys, “Tt's fun.”



UG BITS P4 A& MEW MACHENE AT YARKEE REMCOIURE B4 MEW LOMDOR VAT FORL THE MEXT I8, NIFF IWVRNS. FHOTO:




	mp2_pg1
	mp2_pg2
	mp2_pg3
	mp2_pg4

